
County of Rockingham
20 East Gay Street

Harrisonburg, VA 22802

The March 6, 2018 reorganizational meeting of the Rockingham County Electoral Board was 
called to order at 9:30 AM in the Voter Registrar’s Office, 20 East Gay Street, Harrisonburg, VA.  
Electoral Board members attending the meeting included: Linda Shuler, Trish Philon, and Susan 
Threewitts.  Also in attendance was Lisa B. Gooden, Director of Elections/Voter Registrar.

Reorganization of the Board for 2018:  A motion was made by Trish Philon, seconded by Susan 
Threewitts, and unanimously carried, to reorganize the Rockingham County Electoral Board for 
2018 in the same manner as 2017, with Linda Shuler being appointed as Chair, Lois (Trish) 
Philon as Vice Chair, and Susan Threewitts as Secretary.

The minutes for the February 6, 2018 minutes were presented and approved upon a motion by 
Trish Philon, seconded by Susan Threewitts and unanimously carried.

Voting Machine Security Plan:  The Voting Machine Security Plan had been distributed to the 
Board previously.  A motion was made by Susan Threewitts, seconded by Trish Philon and 
unanimously carried to approve plan for 2017-2018.

ELECT Annual Training:  Trish Philon, along with staff, will attend the ELECT annual training in 
Richmond in June.

June 12, 2018 Primary Schedule:  The Board agreed to tour voting precincts during the 
upcoming primary election and will leave the Registrar’s Office at 8 AM that day.  The canvass 
of votes will begin on Tuesday, June 13, at 9:30 AM in the Recreation Department Conference 
Room, followed by the Annual Evaluation of the Voter Registrar at 10 AM on Friday, June 15.

Tour of Potential Polling Locations for New Precinct in Bridgewater:  Members of the Board, 
the Voter Registrar and William Pollard, Jr. (401- Bridgewater Chief) proceeded to tour possible 
locations for a new precinct in Bridgewater.  The pros and cons of each location were discussed 
over lunch as noted on the following pages.  (NOTE:  A thorough review of ADA issues/access at 
each site was offered by Gayl Brunk, Executive Director, Valley Associates for Independent 
Living, based on a separate tour of the sites with Lisa Gooden on March 14, 2018 and are 
included on the following pages.)
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Options if 401-Bridgewater Precinct is Split

Onsite Tours – March 6, 2018

Facility/Address/Contact                Advantages Disadvantages

Bridgewater Baptist Church
5568 John Wayland Hwy
Bridgewater
Roger Austin 405-1959/828-
2456

1.  Spacious room
2.  Good lighting
3.  Kitchen available
4.  entrance in front (steps 
inside) or back

1. Gravel parking lot
2. Rt. 42 crossover/traffic
3. Outside town limits but 
within 1 mile of precinct 
boundary
4. Handicap accessibility 
questions

John Wayland Elem. School
801 N. Main Street, 
Bridgewater
Karen Ridder, Principal 828-
6081

1. Cafeteria or gym 
available for use
2.  Various entrances and 
exits; stoplight w/ access 
to Rt. 42

1.  Remodeling
2.  Parking & walking distance
to enter building

North River Library
118 Mt Crawford Avenue, 
Bridgewater
Lois Jones, Regional Librarian 
434-4475 x 128

1. Good parking
2.  Separate access to 
meeting space (room that 
would be used for voting)
3.  Within town limits

1. Only one entrance/exit 
(bottleneck)
2. Room is not too spacious 
for voting
3. County would have to 
reimburse MRL costs for staff 
person to work additional 
hours required for Election 
Day activities
4.  MRL (North River) is non-
profit entity so there may be 
issues with using it as a 
polling place and having 
campaign signs even beyond 
40’ perimeter

Bridgewater UM Church
219 North Main Street 
Bridgewater
Stephen Creech, Pastor
828-0890

1.  Very spacious social 
hall available for voting
2. Outside lift (ADA)
3.  Within town limits
4.  Several entrances/exits 
to building

1.   Parking issues
2.   Busy street/traffic 
congestion
3.  Law enforcement may be 
required to monitor traffic

Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren

1. Very spacious room
2. Covered walkway 
(ramp) into building
3. Ample parking

1. Would have to obtain 
permission to use facility – in 
progress
2. Front ramp may be a bit of 
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a challenge for voters with 
mobility issues
3. Parking is a bit of a distance
away from building
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The Board will further discuss this matter at the April 17 meeting.
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A motion was made by Susan Threewitts, seconded by Trish Philon and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn the meeting at 3:38 p.m.

______________________________
Susan C. Threewitts, Secretary




