
INSTR CTIO S
 
I.GENERAL QUALIFICATIO S - Land may be eligible for pecial valuation and ass s ment wh n it meets 
the f II wing criteria: 

AGRICULTURAL: When devoted to lhe bona fide production for ale of plants and animals u, eful to man un­
d r uniform standard. pre cribed by the Commi sioner of Agriculture and Consumer en'ice:. or wben devoted 
to and meeting the requirement and qualifi ation for payments or other comperu alion pur uant to a 'oil con­
ervation program under an agreement with an agency of the federal go emment. Requiring 5 acre minimum 

in agricultural u e. 

HORTl ULTURAL: Wh n d v led to the bona fid production for. ale of fruit of all kinds including grape, 
nuts and berrie': vegetable; nur ery and floral products under uniform standard pre cribed by the Comrn' ­
sioner of AoricuJture and Can umer S rvice , or when devot d to and meting tb r quiremen~ and qualifica­
ti nb for payment or other ompen ation pur uant to a soil conservation program under an aQTeement with an 
agency of the fed raJ govemment. Requiring 5 a re minimum. 

FOREST: When devoted to tree growth in uch quantity and so p ced and maintained as to constitute a fore t 
area under tandard prescribed by the State Fore ter. Requiring 20 acre minimum in f: re rue. 

OPE SPACE: When '0 u ed a to be provided or pre erved for park or recreational purpos con ervalion of 
land or oth r natural resource Bood way historic or L cenic purpose or a:-. istino in the 'baping of the charac­
ter, directi n, and timing of community development or for the public interest and can i tent with the local land­
us plan under uniform tandar pre ribed by the Director of the D partmem of Can ervation and Re realion. 
Require. 5 acres minimum in Open Space use unless the local ordinance pecifie otberwi e. 

2. FILING D TE - Property Owne mu t ubmil an application on the ba i of au e a 'es 'ment Lo rh I cal a' ­
s 'ing officer at J at, ixty day preceding tbe tax year for wh.ich uch taxation is ought. In any year in which 
a general rea se mellt is being mude :ueh application may be ubmitted until thirty day' have elap ed after the 
norice of increase in a es ment is mailed. 

. LATE FILl G - he governing b dy, by ordinance may permit applications to be filed wilhin no more than 
ixry (60) day after th filing deadline ·pecified upon the payment of a late filing fee to be e:rabli:hed by the 

governing body. 

4. PROOF OF QU LIFIC TIONS ­ The app) i ant mu r Furni h, upon reque t of the I cal as ing officer, 
proof fall prerequisir to use valuation and a e 'm nt, uch w proof of owner hip, description areas, u es, 
and production. 

IMPORTANT H GE I US ,ACRE GE OR ZO GROLL B CK T SAND P N LTY 
(a Whenever land which ba' qualified for as ment and taxation according to us ha be n converted to a non­
qualifying u e or rezoned to a more intensive use at the reque t of the owner or hi agent, tharland is subject to 
the roll-back tax as provided in . e tion 58.1-3237(D). 

(b) In th vent of a change in u e, acreage, or zoning, the property own r must report u b change to the 1 al 
Commi sioner of rhe Revenue or other a "essing officer within sixty days f aid change. 




