Sentara RMH Medical Center Rezoning Request
Planned Medical Research District (PMR)
PLAN DESCRIPTION	February 25, 2016
	Sentara RMH Medical Center (SRMH), previously Rockingham Memorial Hospital, requests  to amend the zoning district governing its hospital campus to that of Planned Medical Research (PMR).  The purpose of this amendment is to utilize the newly codified zoning district, which is deemed to more closely align with the goals and objectives of Sentara RMH than the General Business (B-1) district that presently governs much of the site.  
	In addition to the parcels presently zoned B-1, which are 125-(17)-1 and 1A, this request also incorporates more recent acquisitions by SRMH, in the form of parcels 125-(A)-121, 135 and 136, which are presently zoned General Agricultural (A-2).  All three of these parcels are contiguous with the existing campus, and have been strategically incorporated to best serve the long-term needs of the hospital.
	As part of this rezoning request, an accompanying Master Plan of Development has been prepared in order to best display current expectations for future building placement and massing of parking areas.  Though precise uses for each future building depicted is not presently known, all uses will conform to those allowable in the PMR district, as directed by the County’s Zoning Ordinance.  Sizes and exact locations/configurations of each building are subject to change from that depicted schematically on the Master Plan during the formal design stage, but only as to provide the best medical service possible to the residents of Rockingham County and adjacent areas.
	Development of the medical campus will largely incorporate clustered buildings providing similar or cohesive uses.  These clusters will allow for better incorporation of existing topography, better walkability between like uses, and tasteful architectural differentiation.  Clusters will be linked by a system of internal, private roadways, as well as pedestrian walkways/trails.  Pedestrian activity will be encouraged throughout the development by placement of accessible, hard-surfaced walkways, tasteful landscaping, and pedestrian-scale lighting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Access to the lands east of Stone Spring Road will be served primarily by two existing entrances on Stone Spring Road, and one existing entrance on Port Republic Road.  Future, secondary access may be provided on Boyers Road.  
	Access to lands west of Stone Spring Road will be served by a primary entrance on Stone Spring Road, and secondary point(s) of access on Albert Long Drive.  Additional, partial access entrances may be provided on Stone Spring Road, if approved by VDOT at time of development.  Developments within these lands will utilize inter-developmental connectivity, to alleviate traffic pressure on the adjoining public streets.  No inter-developmental access to lands east of the property and south of Stone Spring Road has been planned for, due to excessive topography and environmental (wetland) barriers.
	No specific timeline has been developed for any of the proposed uses shown on the associated Master Plan.  Development will be phased, and site plans submitted to the County for review and approval, at the time that additional services are deemed appropriate and necessary to continue and/or expand upon the exemplary medical care provided by Sentara RMH to the residents of Rockingham County.  
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