Rockingham County Planning Commission
2015 Annual Report

January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015

Under Section 15.2-2221.5 of the Code of Virginia, the local planning commission is charged with the
duty of making an annual report to the governing body concerning the operation of the commission and
the status of planning within the jurisdiction. In compliance with this requirement, the following report
reviews the activities of the Rockingham County Planning Commission during 2015.

PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS

The members of the Commission are:

Brent Trumbo Election District 1
Rodney Burkholder Election District 2-
Bill Loomis Election District 3
David Rees Election District 4
Steve Pence Election District 5

On August 26, the Board appointed Bill Loomis to replace Jon Ritenour as the Election District 3
Commissioner, beginning his term on September 3. Mr. Ritenour was appointed by the Board of
Supervisors on September 4, 2005, to complete the unexpired term of Bud Long. He was reappointed to
serve two full consecutive terms, ending on September 2.

In Qctober, Rod Burkholder replaced Brent Trumbo as chair, and Bill Loomis replaced Rod Burkholder as
vice chair.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS

The Commission held twelve public hearings, one special meeting, one work session, and muitiple field
trips.

The 2016 regular meeting schedule and inclement weather policy was set on December 1, as follows:

All regular meetings of the Planning Commission will commence at 6:30 p.m. on the first
Tuesday of every month, except the November meeting, which falls the day after

Election Day:
January 5 July 5
February 2 August 2
March 1 September 6
April & October 4
May 3 November 2

June 7 December 6




If 2 meeting needs to be postponed due to inclement weather or for any reason as
determined by the Chairman, or the Vice-Chairman if the Chairman is not available, the
meeting will be held the following Tuesday at the same time, unless otherwise determined
by the Planning Commission. The postponement will be announced on the County’s
website and on local radio.

PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES
Rezoning Requests

The Commission heard fifteen rezoning requests; one was recommended for denial, thiteen were
recommended for approval, and one was withdrawn by the applicant just prior to a recommendation being
made by the Commission. A list of the rezoning requests for 2015 is attached.

Ordinance Amendments

Forty-two zoning ordinance amendments were heard in 2015, the Commission recommended thirty-six for
approval. Three were forwarded to the Board of Supervisors with tie votes, and three ordinance
amendments were withdrawn by staff after being tabled. A list of the 2015 ordinance amendments is
attached.

Agricultural and Forestal Districts
Of the forty-two ordinance amendments, eight were amendments to Agricultural and Forestal Districts (AFD).
+ |n March, the Commission supported the addition of 6.436 acres to the Spring Creek AFD.

e In June, .268 acre was added to Dry River AFD. That same month, fo accommodate the acquisition of a
31-acre water well ot by the Town of Dayton, 10.909 acres were withdrawn from the Dry River AFD as
permitted by Code of Virginia, and the next month the remaining 10.599 acres were added back to the
AFD.

¢ In July, the Cross Keys North and South AFDs were combined to form the Cross Keys AFD and the
district term was renewed for seven years.

« In December, the Commission supported housekeeping amendments to the Spring Creek and Western
Rockingham AFDs.

These eight Agricultural and Forestal District ordinance amendments are included in the attached list of 2015
ordinance amendments.

Expansion of Urban Development Area

In September, the Commission supported amending the Comprehensive Plan 2020 and 2050 Conceptual
Land Use Maps for the expansion of the Urban Development Area (UDA). The UDA, centered around the
intersection of Port Republic Road and Stone Spring Road, was expanded to include the area generally
located south of Spotswood Trail (Rt. 33) from the City line to Cross Keys Road (Rt. 276}, north and south of
Shen Lake Drive, north of Port Republic Road between Oak Ridge Road and Spaders Church Road, and
north and south of Port Republic Road west of Spaders Church Road.
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